
 

Books always had their own audience - interview with  
Gaël Teicher, editor in Les Éditions de l'Œil 

 
 Les Éditions de l'Œil is a publishing house, specialized to art books. The first book I bought from 
them is a book-dvd with the works of Claude Norri. They publish many books with a dvd, and I 
wanted to ask what is behind. 
 
- We are in the editing room now, I love the athmosphere here, everywhere books, magazines, 
papers. It's almost the same in my living room. I live in more than 100 sq meter, but half of it is 
full of books. Do you still collecting books? 
- Yes, of course. I read a lot. 
- I started to limit myself to buy only 5 books per month, otherwise I running out of space. How 
do you handle this question of space?  
- The only limit is the money. Books are expensive. We have to eat. 
- Do you organize the books, making catalogs or excel table? 
- No. In the very beginning I did, 25 years ago, but not now. I have piles of books everywhere. 
- Can you find a book, or just have not try? 
- Yes, I find. I know where are things. But it's not easy for enyone else to find a book. 
- When I try to organize books, I try to keep the timeline of buying, and put books to the shelf. 
But I'm the only one who knows the method. 
- The only thing I know is where I put it when I bought it and where I put it when I'm read it. 
That's all. It's visual order. I forgot to make an order, I have too many books. And everyone 
reads here, so books moves from a space to another. You can see, we are not organized 
people. 
- You can have hidden structures as well. 
- Probably there is one, but I dont know which one. It's a mental structure. 
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- I started to teach and I'm worried, because if I give a book to the students, it takes several 
month or years to read, if I give youtube link, they watch inmediately. Are you worrying about 
the younger generation, if they read books in the future? 
- No. I'm not worried. There will be always people for books. And there were always people in 
the past who didn't read. The e-book for example doesn't work in France. If you take the 
metro, people read books. Not all the people, but people read books, so I'm not worried. Its 
never apprehension of time, and you can learn it. Kids are inpatients, everything for them have 
to go fast, a game or book. No, I'm not pessimistic. If I would be pessimistic, I would stop my 
work.  
- I went through your webpage, and it's containing a lot of books, maybe 2-300.. 
- Fourhoundred. 
- Do this online presence sells books? 
- It depends. I don't make huge prints. I make between 1-2000 books, depends on the book. 
This is a little audience. But it's ok. People buy my books.  
- The reason why I know your publishing house is the book of Claude Nori: Un flirt 
photographique. This book is quite different from others, because it contains a film, in dvd. 
Now you have maybe six books/films in the same serie.. 
- We have more than thirty (30). But in this serie of photographers, it's six. We are also dvd 
publisher, and we think that this is a good idea to have a book with a dvd, because it's another 
way of discovering artists and his work. Each time we make a dvd, we make a book as well. The 
beginning of this serie of photographers started with the book. Photographs needs paper. You 
can look at photography on your computer, but it's not the same thing. On paper it's another 
thing. That's why we keep on going this way of publishing. It's not a way of publishing books, 
it's the way of publishing films. We have the film of Claude Nori, Petersen, etc, and we want to 
show it to the audience. But we thought that the dvd was not enough. For people, who like 
photography, they like paper. They want to touch, so we decided to put these two things 
together.  
- I know some books, which has dvd attachement, but these books has very high quality, and 
the dvd is just a complementary thing. But in your books, it's more integrated. 
- We try to. That was the idea, the two objects are not independent. 
- Why did start the film publishing? 
- Because we knew a film producer, who had produced several films about photographers. We 
decided to work with him. He needed someone who publish the films in dvd, and we were 
interested. We were proposing more than just a dvd. That's how it started. 
- And you have more than 30 now.. 
- Yes. The book is to discover the work, and the movie is to discover the character. You can go 
from one to another and go back. 
- Do you think the technical part of dvd is still valid? We have the blueray disc and of course the 
online platforms. Can you imagine that maybe later you choose another medium, like a 
pendrive or a link to have the movie? 
- I'm thinking about this in long time.. Today I don't think that I will go for a link or pendrive. 
It's very materialized. I need the object. I need something concrete. That's why we still making 
dvd's, even the market of dvd is lower. With the books, the dvd is a good fit. 
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- I also realized that you are publishing many books about Africa. Why do you interested in Africa? 
- I was born there. 
- What I realized when I came to Paris for the first time, that here is a high demand of knowing 
things about Africa. This is partly about history. From Eastern-Europe, knowing about Africa is not 
that evident, we concentrating on America or Asia.. 
- We also have many asian artists in our catalog. The idea is that we want to work with living 
artists. Some artists needs us and some artists doesnt need us. Pablo Picasso doesnt need les 
édition de l'Œil. He is not alive but lets say he is. Some african artists needs us, because they dont 
have publishers. They are not in the center of art market, so we can be useful, because they are 
good artists. For american artists there are more publishers than for Africa. And it's also a 
personal story.  
- How do you select artists? 
- There are several ways. We try to meet people, and if something is interest us, we can discuss, 
and now we have big catalog, people come to us. 
- The worst question ever: your favorite book. You must have hundreds. 
- King Lear. Shakespeare. 
- Did you see the exhibition in MEP? There is an exhibition of Algerian artist Hassan Hajjaj. 
- No, not yet. But there is a wonderful exhibition in Jeu de Paume: it's the photographer Marc 
Pataut. Really wonderful. 
- Do you go often to exhibitions? 
- I try to. I try to, but I work a lot, I have kids.. 
- I found a bit scary that in Paris there are so many exhibition that I have no chance to see..It's just 
too many. How do you select what to see? 
- I usually wake up on Sunday, and I think: shit, this exhibition is finishing..That's my way... Each 
time an exhibition begins - if I hear of it - I tell to myself: ok, this is interesting for me, I go next 
week. And each time some weeks later I just realize that it's too late.. 

Kuli 

 


